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REPORT

What do you think? 
Email us at

 newsdy@hometownnewsmediagroup.com  
Rants & Raves in the subject line 

or submit online at www.hometownnewsvolusia.com 
under the Viewpoint tab.

Please limit your submissions to 250 words,  so that we can include more entries. 
Readers are asked to refrain from making slanderous or libelous statements. 

Rants & Raves ber ballot issue as a charter amendment banning data centers in 
New Smyrna Beach, in addition to a public records request con-
cerning any communication concerning a future data center.

New Smyrna Beach is a unique coastal community, not a 

blank canvas for outside interests. Its future should be shaped in 
the open, with full public participation. Transparency is not an 
obstacle to progress — it is the foundation of responsible gover-
nance.

— C.S., New Smyrna Beach

Deadlines
The deadline for submissions to Hometown News in Volusia 

County is 5 p.m. Thursday for the next week's issue, except for 
Rants & Raves, which is 5 p.m. Friday. Deadlines are adjusted 
for holidays. For more information, call (386) 322-5924.

Guess the speed limit on A1A
Taken a drive north on A1A lately? There are multiple speed 

limit signs literally within 15 feet of one another. 35, 45, 55 mph? 
Your guess is as good as mine. C’mon, Department of Transpor-
tation, you can do better than this.

— J.D., Ormond Beach

Be considerate, take care of your yard
When did people stop caring about their yards, their neighbor-

hoods and their neighbors? And the effect it has on them?
Years ago, we moved into an area in Ormond Beach, Tomoka 

Oaks — it was a well-kept area, had a volunteer HOA, and it 
seemed that it worked well. There were rules and regulations, 
none difficult to abide by. And a nominal yearly fee.

But, in time, the rules and regulations went by the wayside, 
and some homeowners, maybe the renters too, have little respect 
for their area and their neighbors.

The area continues to decline as there are now boats, trailers, 
RVs kept in the front yards, plus trucks parked on the lawns, 
trash in the front yard and one house for several years and lawn 
not mowed and this person is not disabled.

One particular front yard has been an eyesore for years, with 
Halloween decorations remaining up long after October.

The house that’s been abandoned for more than six years is 
finally getting attention.

Some, instead of parking in the driveway, park on the road. 
This causes an issue when emergency vehicles are headed in the 
area and when it impedes traffic coming down both ways.

It takes so little to have your yard kept up. It does not have to 
cost money. Be considerate of your area and your neighbors.

— B.L. Ormond Beach

Voting districts idea
I have this wonderful idea to solve the voting haggle. Why 

shouldn’t we try to use latitude and longitude lines to determine 
districting lines?

Property taxes, data accumulated for social or political, I mean, 
these lines are static. Consider it.

— T.C., New Smyrna Beach

A call for transparency and a ban  
on data centers in New Smyrna

New Smyrna Beach residents deserve a city government that 
values transparency as much as its citizens do. Too many major 
decisions — from development impacts to water policy to the 
introduction of high-intensity industrial uses — are being made 
with limited public awareness and even less public input. When 
residents learn about proposals only after they are effectively in 
motion, trust erodes.

Citizen-driven charter amendments are not extreme measures; 
they are democratic tools meant to protect a community when 
normal processes fail to provide clarity or accountability.

Residents are simply asking for a voice in decisions that will 
shape the city’s long-term character, environmental health, and 
quality of life.

This morning, I emailed our city leaders requesting a Novem-

Volusia County’s Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Division

Camps are June 8 to July 24 (ages 5 to 
12), $90 per week plus a one-time $25 reg-
istration fee. Camps are Monday through 
Friday

East Volusia Locations:
Holly Hill School, 1500 Center Ave., 

Holly Hill
R.J. Longstreet Elementary School, 

2745 S. Peninsula Drive, Daytona Beach
James Street Park, 1799 James St., South 

Daytona
Mary DeWees Park, 178 N. Gaines St., 

Oak Hill
Coronado Elementary School, 3550 

Michigan Ave., New Smyrna Beach
Indian River Elementary School, 650 

Roberts Road, Edgewater
West Volusia Locations:
Gemini Springs Park, 37 Dirksen Drive, 

DeBary
DeBary Hall Historic Site, 198 Sunrise 

Blvd., DeBary
River Springs Middle School, 900 W. 

Ohio Ave., Orange City
Chisholm Community Center, 520 S. 

Clara Ave., DeLand
Boy Scout Hut, 716 N. Frankfort Ave., 

DeLand
Taylor T. Dewitt Middle-High School, 

100 E. Washington Ave., Pierson
Online registration is open through 

June 1 at tinyurl.com/volusiasummer-
camp. Families who have received sum-
mer camp scholarships through Volusia 
County should email a copy of their 
voucher to recreationcamp@volusia.gov 
before registering.

For information, call 386-736-5953.

Gateway Center for the Arts
Art and theater camps June 1 through 

Aug. 1, ages 6 to 15. Half- and full-day 
options; $130–$430. 880 N. U.S. 17-92, 
DeBary.

For information, call 386-668-5553 or 
visit gatewaycenterforthearts.org

Atlantic Center for the Arts
Kids Camps (kindergarten to 5th 

grade) and teens (6th to 9th grade), 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday to Friday, June 2 to 26, 
$100–$175; scholarships available. 1414 
Art Center Ave. and 123 Douglas St., New 
Smyrna Beach.

For information, visit atlanticcenter-
forthearts.org

Little Theatre  
of New Smyrna Beach

Theatre camps run from June 8-26, 
ages 6 to 18, $150 per camper, 726 East 
Third Ave., New Smyrna Beach.

For information, visit nsbplayers.orgor 
call 386-423-1246.

Shoestring Theatre
Shoestring Theatre, 380 Goodwin St., 

Lake Helen, has the following camps:
Young Actors Camp: The Ringmaster’s 

Secret, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., June 8-12 for 
ages 6-15, $125 for the week. There will be 
a free performance at 7 p.m. Friday, June 
12. Scholarships are available.

Youth Musical Camp: Summer at the 
Shoe with Sondheim, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m, June 
15-19 for ages 9 to 15. $125 for the week. 
There will be a free performance at 7 p.m. 
Friday, June 19. Scholarships are available.

For information, visit shoestringthe-
atre.net.

Lyonia Environmental Center
The Lyonia Environmental Center is 

inviting children and teens ages 6 to 15 to 
explore nature and science through its 
2026 summer day camps, offered June 
through August.

The themed camps include live animal 
encounters, guided hikes through Lyonia 
Preserve, games, arts and crafts, and 
hands-on learning experiences. Each 
camp runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and is designed 
for specific age groups. Prices vary by pro-
gram. The camps are as follows:

Science Masterminds will run from 
June 22–26, for ages 7–9. It costs $100 per 
week.

Time Travelers will run from July 6–10 
for ages 10–12. It costs $125 per week.

Critter Keepers will run from July 
13–17 for ages  10–12. It costs $125 per 
week.

Color Me Happy will run from July 
20–24 for ages 10–12. It costs $125 per 
week.

H2O Adventures will run from July 
27–31 for ages 12–15. It costs$125 per 
week.

Rockin’ the Rainforest will run from 
Aug. 3–5 for ages 7–12. It costs $25 per 
day.

Additional five-day, three-day and sin-
gle-day camps are available, though many 
are full or nearing capacity. For a full list 
of camps, availability or to register, visit 
volusia.info/registerlec. For information 
or to make a payment, contact Shari 
Smith at ssmith@volusia.org or 386-789-
7207, ext. 21026.

Summer Camps

Maker Daytona Beach  
launches ‘Show N’ Tell’

Maker Daytona Beach, an extension of 
Maker Faire Orlando, is launching a new 
Makers Show N’ Tell Night series at 5:30 
p.m., May 14, at Murph’s Patio Bar & Grill, 
1431 Orange Camp Road, Suite 107, 
DeLand in order to bring together stu-
dents, educators, and local makers in an 
interactive, hands-on environment.

Additional dates are planned at com-
munity spaces across Volusia County.

The series will build toward a larger, 
hands-on exhibition event scheduled for 
late spring 2027.

Unlike traditional presentations, Mak-
ers Show N’ Tell Night offers a simple for-
mat: participants bring projects they’ve 
built, ranging from robotics and engi-
neering prototypes to creative and experi-
mental work, and share them directly 
with the community. Attendees can inter-
act with the projects and ask questions.

Makers Show N’ Tell Night already has 
local support from DeLand High School 
Tri-Force Robotics, ATC Robotics, and 
Bethune-Cookman Computer Engineer-
ing team, as well as an award-winning 
Abrams book designer, independent mak-
ers, and even 8-year-olds showing off 
their LEGO builds.

Maker Daytona Beach has been actively 
building partnerships with organizations 
such as Volusia County Schools STEM 
and the Museum of Arts & Sciences/The 
Brown, Volusia Business Resources to 
strengthen a growing ecosystem focused 

on hands-on, project-based learning.
Maker Daytona Beach is led by a core 

team of organizers and local entrepre-
neurs and is seeking to expand its busi-
ness development efforts through strate-
gic partnerships to support long-term 
growth and sustainability.

For information, event details, or to get 
involved, visit www.makersdaytonabeach.
com/

Stetson University to honor more 
than 1,000 graduates over four 

Commencement ceremonies
In DeLand, Stetson will celebrate its 

140th annual Commencement and award 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees to 784 stu-
dents on Friday and Saturday, May 8-9.

This year’s ceremonies will move back 
to the DeLand campus in the newly reno-
vated Edmunds Center, Insight Credit 
Union Arena, 143 E. Pennsylvania Ave., 
DeLand.

During the three ceremonies, graduates 
will be individually recognized for their 
achievements as they walk across the 
stage and their names are called. Master’s 
degree candidates also are honored 
through the traditional hooding.

At the College of Law in Gulfport, 303 
students will be awarded a Juris Doctor, 
Master of Laws or Master of Jurispru-
dence degree. The Commencement Cere-
mony will take place Saturday, May 16, at 
5 p.m. in The BayCare Sound at Coach-
man Park, 255 Drew St., Clearwater.

The keynote speaker will be Stetson 

Law alumnus Michael J. Loparco, a 1996 
graduate who is cofounder and CEO of 
OrcaWorcs.ai. The AI-driven platform 
supports complex workflow and compli-
ance needs across multiple industries.

The Stetson Law ceremony will be lives-
treamed, with a viewing link posted at the 
top of the College of Law website on the 
morning of May 16. For information, visit 
Stetson Law’s Commencement website.

The ceremonies on the DeLand campus 
in the Edmunds Center are set for:

Friday, May 8, at 7 p.m. for graduates in 
the School of Business Administration 
who will earn a Bachelor of Business 
Administration, Master of Business 
Administration or Master of Accountan-
cy.

Saturday, May 9, at 9 a.m. for graduates 
in the College of Arts and Sciences, and 
the School of Music who will receive a 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Music, 
Bachelor of Music Education, Master of 
Education, Educational Specialist degree, 
or Master of Fine Arts.

Saturday, May 9, at 3 p.m. for graduates 
in the College of Arts and Sciences who 
will earn a Bachelor of Science or Master 
of Science.

Tickets are required for all guests, ages 
three and older (at no charge). Live 
streaming of the DeLand ceremonies will 
be available through Stetson Broadcast 
Productions.

For  information, visit the 2026 Com-
mencement at www.stetson.edu/other/
commencement/index.php.

School News

Hometown News file photo
Fiona Berard, 5, shows off a watercolor project created during last year's ArtHaus Summer Art Camp.
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 Volusia County’s Transit Services Division is pro-
posing changes to several VoTran routes and VoRide 
services for summer and fall 2026.

If approved by the Volusia County Council, the 
changes will take effect June 28 and again in October 
(exact date to be determined).

Transit Services Division staff will con-
duct outreach at select transit centers and 
on affected routes to inform riders of the 
changes.

The next meeting about the proposed 
changes will be from 7 to 10 a.m. Sunday, May 3, 
at the Transfer Plaza, 207 Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
Blvd., Daytona Beach.

ORANGE CITY DEBARYDELTONA
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Orange City accepting 
vendors for festival

The City of Orange City is 
now accepting vendor applica-
tions for its America250 Free-
dom & Fireworks Festival, tak-
ing place from 5 to 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27, at Valentine 
Park, 1511 W. French Ave.

As one of the city’s largest 

Volusia County Transit 
proposes route changes

Community 
Notes

By Stefany Strong
HTN Correspondent

Volusia County Schools is the first school dis-
trict in Central Florida – and the nation – to 
launch a drone safety protection against mass 
shootings. This initiative began with a live 
demonstration at Deltona High School on May 
1.

With a country and a state that has been trag-
ically impacted by school shootings, parents are 
left hoping and praying for solutions. The 
uncertainty of not knowing whether your child 
will return home from school or not stay with 
some parents. And it’s devastating.

“Every student and staff member deserves to 
feel safe and secure while learning or working 
on campus,” said Dr. Carmen Balgobin, VCS 
superintendent. “Each day we will strive to 
ensure everyone feels safe.”

Students at Deltona High School now have an 
additional layer of protection against a mass 
shooter. Volusia County joins Broward and 

Leon counties in launching the Campus Guard-
ian Angel Program, a drone-based safety sys-
tem developed by Mithril Defense.

The drones are intended to enhance real-
time campus security response and help keep 
students and staff safe using advanced technol-
ogy. Drones will be placed in pre-positioned, 
secure boxes throughout the campus.

“Quite frankly, this is the future of school 
safety,” said Volusia County Sheriff Mike Chit-
wood. “Humans still need to do their jobs. 
Technology is nice, but it stinks if people don’t 
do their jobs. I am really proud of the working 
relationships that got us to this point. We are 
moving in the right direction.”

Florida Sen. Tom Wright began his com-
ments by thanking Sheriff Chitwood for keep-
ing the community safe. “We have to be proac-
tive. Parents running to schools after the fact to 
see if their children are safe is not the way. Let’s 
not wait for an incident to happen. We can 

School district launches 
drone-based safety system

By Stefany Strong
HTN Correspondent

How would you like to sit 
back and relax at home while 
your groceries or other items 
are delivered to your door – 
not by a person – but by a 
drone?

This business proposal, a 
request to construct and oper-
ate a drone delivery hub at 
Deltona’s Walmart Supercen-
ter, 101 Howland Blvd., was 
one of several pre-applica-
tions that the Deltona Devel-
opment Review Committee 
considered during its April 23 
meeting.

While drone delivery is 
becoming more common 
nationwide, it is not yet a 
mainstay. Walmart began 
using delivery drones in 2020, 
and plans to establish a net-
work of over 270 drone deliv-
ery locations by 2027.

Not all items are eligible for 
drone delivery, as product 
weight, size limitations and 
other restrictions apply. How-
ever, a variety of everyday 
products can be delivered by 
drone, including fragile items 
like eggs, according to 
Walmart’s website. Walmart 

states that drone deliveries are 
quieter than most delivery 
trucks.

This project includes 
improvements to support the 
implementation of drone 
delivery operations at the 

Deltona Walmart Supercen-
ter, and the scope of work 
consists of the installation of a 
drone nest designed to house 
and support drone activities. 
The drone nest will include a 
secure container unit for 

drone storage during non-op-
erational hours and will be 
equipped with a battery-pow-
ered generator to facilitate 
drone charging. The drone 
nest area will be fully enclosed 
with an 8-foot-tall security 

fence to ensure safety and 
security, according to the pro-
posal presented by CPH, LLC.

Additional proposed site 
improvements include the 
installation of project-specific 
signage and pavement strip-
ing to promote safe and effi-
cient operational flow.

Deltona’s Development 
Review Committee serves as a 
primary step in the city’s 
development process. It 
reviews commercial site 
plans, subdivisions, and other 
development applications to 
ensure they comply with local 
zoning, environmental, and 
building codes before they are 
approved or forwarded to the 
City Commission.

Pre-applications were also 
presented for a 40,000 square 
foot fitness center at Deltona 
Village on North Normandy 
Boulevard, a 34-acre Deltona 
Industrial Park on Sylvester 
Road in Pine View Estates, 
and a 16,000 square foot 
national auto collision center 
on Wolf Pack Run.

At this point in the process, 
no decisions have been made 
on the pre-application pro-
posals.

Deltona considers Walmart drone delivery hub
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NEXT LAUNCH

Falcon 9 • CRS-34
Launch time:  May 10, 7:16 p.m. EDT
Launch site: SLC-40, Cape Canaveral Space Force 
Station
A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket will launch NASA’s 
SpaceX CRS-34 mission.

Photo by Stefany Strong
Colin Rountree, a remote drone pilot, displays 
one of the drone’s that are used as a part of 
the Campus Guardian Angel Program.

Hometown News Volusia staff photo
Deltona’s Walmart Supercenter, 101 Howland Blvd., has proposed con-
structing a drone nest so that it may implement drone delivery operations.
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